PRC Newsletter

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Volume 4, Issue 1

Summer Quarter 2013

GIS Collaborative Hosts Workshop in the Fall
Robert Fogel, won Nobel Prize in Economics, 1926-2013
PRC Welcomes New Associates and Affiliates
New UrbanCCD Unites Researchers to Study Urban Planning and Design

John Thompson Confirmed as Census Bureau Director

J

ohn Thompson, president and chief executive officer of
NORC for the previous five years, was confirmed by the
U.S. Senate on August 1 to lead the U.S. Census Bureau.
Community leaders applaud this decision, citing that his
experience with data and human behavior make him wellqualified for the position.
As Census director, Thompson will face significant
challenges. The 2010 census cost $13 billion, and that
number is projected to exceed $25 billion for the 2020
census if the survey is carried out in the same way. At the
confirmation hearing held in early July, Thompson noted
that while the Census Bureau needed funds to support 2020
planning, it was equally important for the Bureau to provide
a justification and description of the outcomes that would
result from the use of such funds. He said promising
options for addressing the cost of the 2020 census are
putting the survey online and making adjustments to the
survey such as using geographic tools to prepare address lists
and cutting the number of fieldworkers who go door-to-

door
to
collect
demographic data already
collected by other federal
agencies.
Thompson was trained as
a statistician, and holds
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in mathematics
from Virginia Tech. Prior
to joining NORC in 2002,
Thompson spent 27 years
at the Census Bureau and
led the 2000 Decennial
Census as senior career
officer.

John Thompson, NORC
president and chief executive
officer, has been confirmed
by the U.S. Senate to lead
the U.S. Census Bureau.

The Population Research Center congratulates Thompson
on his confirmation and is proud to have worked under his
leadership.
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The Pilot Research Project Program Advances Faculty Research

E

ach year the Population Research Center’s Program
Development Core issues a request for proposals
for the Pilot Research Projects Program. The
program seeks to encourage new research projects and
facilitate affiliated faculty's research agendas having an
overarching theme of human and social capital within an
urban context. Pilot grants generally range from $5,000 to
$20,000, and are expected to support a project that can
become a larger, funded study. Several proposals have been
funded in recent years, with topics that include (1) children,
family, and marriage; (2) health; and (3) poverty and
inequality. The following projects are examples of the way
the Pilot Program has helped to foster and advance faculty
research.
Scott Allard: “Shifting Need and Mismatched Help:
The Changing Geography of Poverty in the U.S.”
Scott W. Allard, associate professor in the School of Social
Service Administration and affiliate of the Population
Research Center, received a Pilot Grant in Fall 2009 for a
project entitled, “Shifting Need and Mismatched Help: The
Changing Geography of Poverty in the U.S.” The focus of
the project was on the shifting location of poverty in the
U.S., where today there are more poor persons in the
suburbs of our largest 100 metropolitan areas than in the
cities of those metros. Specifically, the project wanted to
assess when this shift happened, identify a set of factors that
may be driving these shifts, and begin to consider how the
safety net might be responding to the suburbanization of
poverty. The pilot grant supported work to assemble countylevel data from the Census and American Community Survey
going back to 1990, as well as work to construct a countylevel safety net database with administrative data tracking
antipoverty program caseloads. Initial results not only
showed that suburban poverty outpaced urban poverty well
before the Great Recession, but that social programs
responded unevenly to rising poverty in many suburban
areas. For example, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) caseloads often increased commensurate
with rising poverty, but nonprofit social service expenditures
stayed flat.
Allard then used the work completed for the pilot grant
program to leverage substantial external support from the
Russell Sage Foundation and the New York Community
Trust to build a more detailed county- and tract-level
database examining changes in poverty and demographics

back to 1990, as well as merge in unique data on the location
of jobs at the tract-level. External funding also supported
work to expand the safety net database and to complete indepth interviews with 75 human service executives in three
metropolitan areas (Chicago, Los Angeles, Washington
D.C.). Initial results from this expanded work confirm
previous findings: suburban poverty outnumbered urban
poverty sometime in the mid-1990s and suburban safety net
responses to rising poverty are quite heterogeneous. He
expects work to be completed on these grant-funded
projects by mid-2014.
Donald Bogue: “Internal and International Migration in
Asia, Africa and Latin America” and “The Economic
and Social Adjustment of Immigrants to Less
Developed Countries”
Donald Bogue, professor emeritus of sociology and research
associate at the Population Research Center, was awarded
two pilot grants for research on international mobility. In the
pilot project “Internal and International Migration in Asia,
Africa and Latin America,” which was funded in 2010,
Bogue examined how much of the population growth Asia,
Africa, and Latin America could retain, and how much of it
would attempt to emigrate on a country-by-country basis,
and the underlying causal forces. In 2011, the Pilot Program
funded a second project titled “The Economic and Social
Adjustment of Immigrants to Less Developed Countries,” in
which Bogue used the International IPUMS to complete his
original study for six nations in Latin America. These two
projects have culminated in a book entitled A Treatise on
Migration: National and International, which Bogue intends to
submit for publication in early winter of this year.
Ofer Malamud: “How Do Teachers Respond to
Changes in Student Quality: Evidence from Changes in
Access to Birth Control and Random Cohort Variation”
Ofer Malamud, assistant professor in the Harris School of
Public Policy, received an award in 2010 for a project titled
“How Do Teachers Respond to Changes in Student Quality:
Evidence from Changes in access to Birth Control and
Random Cohort Variation.” In this project, Malamud
exploited two sources of exogenous variation in student
ability: 1) within-school random variation in peer
achievement across cohorts, and 2) variation in peer
achievements that resulted from the sharp one-third
reduction in fertility after 1990 due to the lifting of the ban

“How Do Teachers Respond to Changes in Student
Quality” Ofer Malamud and colleagues administered a pilot
survey to Romanian instructors to capture evaluations of
students’ ability, performance, and effort.

on abortions and other birth controls methods in Romania,
to study how year-to-year changes in student composition
within a school induce teachers to change their behavior by
selecting which classes they teach, adjusting their teaching
methods, or changing the amount of attention they devote to
students located at different points of the ability distribution.
Malamud used findings from this pilot award as part of an
application to the National Science Foundation (NSF) in
January 2013 and to the Spencer Foundation in March 2013
to expand the pilot sample and survey questionnaire in order
to conduct a large data collection effort in 2013-2014.
Louise Hawkley: “Developing and Evaluating Data
Integration Procedures”
Louise Hawkley is a senior research scientist at NORC and
new Population Research Center affiliate. In Spring 2011,
Hawkley received funding for “Developing and Evaluating
Data Integration Procedures,” a project aiming to develop
procedures to harmonize and analyze distinctive contextual
characteristics and methodological linkages across diverse
data sets and diverse levels of social environmental
specificity. This ongoing project identified and secured
access to seven data sources that capture individual level
variables and/or socioenvironmental contexts at different
levels of geographic specificity. Using the working file, the
group quantified the proportion of variance in two outcomes
(loneliness and life satisfaction) that are attributable to
individual versus higher-level units of analysis. For example,
the research group has a paper under review that examines
individual and contextual characteristics associated with
subjective well-being in the Health and Retirement Study
(HRS).
They found that (a) contextual variables
(unemployment, poverty, life expectancy) are associated with
well-being on the county but not the state level, (b)

contextual variables tend to be more strongly associated with
life satisfaction than with positive and especially negative
affect, and (c) county-level poverty and unemployment rates
are more strongly related to individual well-being in those
who are poor and not yet retired, respectively, suggesting
that the socioeconomic context matters more for people
who are directly affected by it. In addition, the group has a
paper under preparation that examines individual- and
national-level predictors of loneliness as measured in adults
over 50 years of age in the United Stated (HRS) and
Germany (the Socioeconomic Panel), and differences
between the countries in predictors of loneliness.
Alicia Menendez: “Social protection and labor market
outcomes in South Africa: Employment and Youth
Transitions to the Marketplace”
Alicia Menendez is a Research Associate (Associate
Professor) in the Harris School and the Department of
Economics, and a Principal Research Scientist at NORC. In
2011 she won an award for project titled “Social protection
and labor market outcomes in South Africa: Employment
and Youth Transitions to the Marketplace.” This project
examines whether cash transfers reduce incentives to work,
or facilitate job search by financing costly search activities.
The Pilot Grant enabled Menendez to work with colleagues
from South Africa and the U.S. to develop a research agenda
and conduct preliminary analysis of the relationship between
social protection and labor markets in South Africa. An
Apartheid-driven spatial mismatch between workers and jobs
leads to high job search costs for people living in rural areas
of South Africa—costs that many young people cannot pay.
The team looks at whether the arrival of a social grant –
specifically a generous state old-age pension given to men
and women above prime age – enhances the ability of young
men in rural areas to seek better work opportunities
elsewhere. Using 8 waves of socioeconomic data on
household living arrangements and members’ characteristics
and employment status collected between 2001 and 2011 at a
demographic surveillance site in KwaZulu-Natal, Menendez
found that young men, particularly those who completed
high school, are significantly more likely to become labor
migrants when someone in their household becomes ageeligible for the old-age pension.
The groundwork helped Menendez secure a grant from the
Supporting Inclusive Growth (SIG) program at the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) to
facilitate further research. The IDRC has encouraged
Menendez and her colleagues to explore the possibility of
developing similar comparative work in other countries. She
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will travel with part of the team to Brazil and Argentina next
September to meet with local researchers, present their work,
and discuss possible future collaborations.
Jens Ludwig:
“Addressing Truancy through a
Descriptive Social Norms Intervention: A Pilot
Feasibility Study Proposal”
Jens Ludwig is the McCormick Foundation Professor of
Social Service Administration, Law, and Public Policy in the
School of Social Service Administration and the Harris
School. Earlier this year Ludwig received funding for
“Addressing Truancy through a Descriptive Social Norms
Intervention: A Pilot Feasibility Study Proposal.” The
purpose of this pilot study is to see if phone calls or text
messaging to guardians are feasible and effective means of
communication. After identifying two samples of Chicago
Public Schools students – one that included students with
poor attendance and at least one course failure in Fall 2012,
and another that was randomly chosen from all CPS
students, regardless of attendance or grades – a professional
phone bank called every number on file for each of these
students across the two samples. Parents were then asked
how they thought their child was doing in terms of
attendance and grades compared to his/her classmates.
Results confirm the hypothesis that parents are miscalibrated

in terms of their child’s attendance. This is particularly true
for students who are most often absent.
Ludwig is continuing to analyze the pilot data to look further
at student outcomes, including grades. Findings from the
pilot provide clear evidence for the feasibility of the
intervention as well as the applicability of a descriptive social
norms intervention for truancy prevention. The team is
currently working on the specific intervention and research
design and will roll out the intervention to approximately
3,500 students starting in the 2013-2014 academic year. He
hopes to test the effectiveness of the phone based
intervention through a randomized control trial and also
compare it to a structured (in-person) mentoring and case
management program. In addition to supporting the
research in the field, the pilot has also fostered collaboration
with leading behavioral economists to help design and test
the intervention.
The Population Research Center will request proposals
again in the Fall. Proposal applications should include an
abstract, project aims, background of the study, research
design and method, budget, and plans for future funding.
Projects that are interdisciplinary in nature are especially
encouraged. Please email Ariel Kalil at a-kalil@uchicago.edu
for more information.

GIS Collaborative Hosts Workshop in the Fall
By Chieko Maene

T

he Population Research Center will offer a series of
introductory workshops on GIS (Geographic
Information System) in October.

Since the introduction of Desktop GIS, researchers have used
GIS for mapping, showing locations of interest, and
describing neighborhood demographics. Some use GIS for
data preparation by adding geographic coordinates to their
data or calculating distance among various instances. Business
and government sectors use GIS to help make better business
and administrative decisions based on space. Academic
researchers also use spatial data analysis tools to measure
spatial variance in their observations, which then can be
incorporated in their statistical models.
One key advantage of using GIS is adding a new dimension,
space, to a study. However, the addition of a new dimension
can also introduce challenges. For example, spatial data
formats are different from flat numeric data with additional
spatial properties that needs to be considered. Thus, GIS has
a steep learning curve, requiring researchers to take the time

Map of homicide incidents created in GIS using publiclyavailable 2012 Chicago crime data.

avoid mistakes in handling and analyzing data with spatial
properties. The software we use in the workshop is ArcGIS
but demonstration in R will be also included. ArcGIS is the
most popular GIS software in higher education and also
offers broad functionalities, such as data editing, which are
not typically available in statistical packages. R is free
statistical software with a large number of packages which
provide spatial data handling and statistical methods.
The first part covers basic topics, such as software
differences, data types and formats, and cartographic topics,
such as datum, map projections, and visualization types. It will
be designed to familiarize researchers with GIS terminology
and concepts.
The GIS Workshop will use both ArcGIS and R, a free
statistical program used for computing and graphics.

to learn the software. Also, readily available administrative
aggregated data (e.g. census data) come with known
problems such as ecological fallacy, scale dependency and size
variability. Lastly, space is a hard-to-define concept in data
analysis. In the process of statistical modeling, researchers
need to define the meaning of “far” or “close” or how close
observations should be to be deemed correlated (e.g. spatial
autocorrelation).
This workshop tries to address a wide range of related topics
with focus on methods often used in social population
research. The main objectives of the workshop is to expose
the audience to a wide range of GIS functions, and also to
teach the difference between numeric data and spatial data to












The second part covers geocoding and image georeferencing.
These are the first steps in data preparation if the data are not
spatially referenced. Geocoding refers to a technique in which
geographic coordinates will be assigned to existing data and
works by turning textual location, such as street addresses or
ZIP code, into math-friendly geographic coordinates,
longitude & latitude. Georeferencing is similar to geocoding
but geographic location information will be added to cellbased data (i.e. pixel/cell data, often called “raster” data) as a
whole rather than to each observation.
The third part covers various analysis techniques in two
categories. One is spatial analysis, focusing on network &
overlay analysis. Spatial analysis heavily depends on geometric
spatial object models and thus typically requires powerful GIS
capability. On the other hand, spatial data analysis, the second
category, is becoming more common in major statistical

SELECTED GIS CAPABILITIES
DATA PREPARATION
 ANALYSIS
Editing
 Network Analysis
Merging and Aggregation
 Resource Allocation Based on Location
Conversion
 Find Closest Facilities
Assign Numeric Spatial Properties
 Optimize Service Areas
 Geocoding
 Routing Based on Transportation Network
 Georeferencing
 Overlay Analysis
Add Relations to Other Data Based on Location
 What is on Top of What?
 Proximity (Distance Calculation)
 3-Dimensional Analysis
 Overlay/Containment
 Volume Calculation
 Elevation Analysis
VISUALIZATION
 Statistical Analysis
Mapping Locations
 Measuring Spatial Distribution
Mapping Quantities
 Assessing Correlation
 Statistical Thematic Mapping
 Univariate – Global and Local Spatial
 Density Calculation
Autocorrelation
Animation of Spatial-Temporal Data
 Multivariate – Geographically Weighted
Regression
 Dealing with Spatial Autocorrelation
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packages because it doesn’t require a complex geometric data
model. In the workshop, students will use ArcGIS to perform
both spatial analyses and spatial data analyses. R will be also
used but for demonstration purposes only.

For more information about the GIS Collaborative
please visit http://popcenter.uchicago.edu/gis/

The PRC Welcomes New Research Associates and Affiliates
This year the Population Research Center welcomes two new research associates, Benjamin Keys and James Sallee, and two
new research affiliates, Louise Hawkley and Lara Perez-Felkner.
Benjamin J. Keys joined the faculty of the Harris School as an assistant professor in 2011 after
working as a staff economist at the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System in the division
of Research and Statistics. Keys received his PhD in economics from the University of Michigan in
2009. Keys studies issues related to labor economics, urban economics, and consumer finance. His
recent research on student loans is being published later this year in the Review of Economics and
Statistics. Keys has ongoing projects related to the impact of home equity extraction on household
leverage, a behavioral look at the home mortgage refinancing decision, and understanding the impact
of changes in minimum credit card payment requirements on borrower behavior.
James M. Sallee received his PhD in economics from the University of Michigan in 2008 and is
currently an assistant professor in the Harris School. He is also a Faculty Research Fellow of the
National Bureau of Economic Research. Sallee researches various topics in the area of public
economics, with an emphasis on taxation and energy policy. Much of his work focuses on how firms
and consumers react to public policies aimed at improving the fuel economy of new vehicles and how
consumers make choices when purchasing energy-consuming durable goods. He has also studied how
individuals react to laws restricting the minimum age of marriage, how taxpayers react to child-related
tax incentives, and how parents influence the type of automobiles that their adult children purchase.
Louise Hawkley is a senior research scientist at NORC. Prior to this appointment, she was the
Director of the Social Neuroscience Laboratory and a Research Associate (Associate Professor) with
the Center for Cognitive and Social Neuroscience and the Department of Psychology at the
University of Chicago. She received her PhD in psychology in 2001 from the Ohio State University.
Her research interests include examining the role of psychosocial factors in explaining individual
differences in health and well-being during aging; documenting the existence of and explanations for
geographic variation in feelings of loneliness and social connectedness as well as subjective well-being;
and carrying out empirical work to better understand cognitive, affective, social, and behavioral
mechanisms that account for gender disparities in education and career outcomes in the STEM fields.
Lara Perez-Felkner is an Assistant Professor of Higher Education in the Department of Educational
Leadership and Policy Studies at Florida State University. She is also a Research Affiliate of the Joint
Centers for Education Research and Population Research Centers at NORC. She received her PhD in
Sociology from the University of Chicago in 2009. Her research examines the relationship between
the social context of schools and adolescents’ college and career outcomes. In particular, Perez-Felkner
focuses on the mechanisms underlying racial-ethnic, class, and gender disparities in postsecondary
educational attainment and entry to careers in STEM and other fields in which they have traditionally
been underrepresented.

Robert Fogel, Won Nobel Prize in Economics, 1926-2013
By Ethan Grove

R

obert W. Fogel, an economic historian at the
University of Chicago who won the Nobel Prize in

1993 for his studies of slavery in the United States and the
role railroads played in the development of the economy,
died Tuesday, June 11. His death at age 86 followed a brief
illness, according to his family.

Fogel used quantitative methods to explain economic and
institutional change. His work often challenged conventional
wisdom and was, at the time, controversial. His research
showed that the economic impact of railroads in the 19th
century was far less than generally assumed.
“Professor Fogel has changed the way that people think
about several really important topics through his work.
When you find such a new way of thinking about things,
that’s going to discomfort some people,” said Hoyt Bleakley,
associate professor of economics at Chicago Booth, who
taught a course with Fogel this year.
Fogel was an active faculty member in Economics and the
Booth School of Business, where he continued to do
research and taught three courses covering the economics
and demographics of marketing, population and the
economy, and business ethics. Fogel was the Charles R.
Walgreen Distinguished Service Professor of American
Institutions, director of the University of Chicago Center for
Population Economics and a faculty member of the John U.
Nef Committee on Social Thought.
“He gave his students, staff and collaborators an incredible
amount of freedom,” said Joseph Burton, executive director
of the Coase-Sandor Institute for Law and Economics at the
University of Chicago. “I was always struck by how
supportive he was of original thinking, and by how much
freedom we had to carry out his research agenda, as well as
build our own projects and interests.”
Burton, who is a former research director at the Center for
Population Economics, said Fogel always made sure to credit
others for their work, and was a mentor to many economists
and economic historians.
“It’s been a real pleasure to be in the classroom with him
because he had such a unique perspective that was informed
in part by his lifetime of work as well as by his personal
experiences,” Bleakley said. “He was always thinking about
the world from the perspective of an economist and from
the perspective of a data cruncher. He was very interested in
how the world works and in how our lives have changed and
will continue to change.”
Nathaniel Grotte, associate director of the Center for
Population Economics, said, “What will really stick with me
is his incredible generosity with his time and expertise, and
how unfailingly kind he always was to everyone. He thrived
on discussion and debate, and nothing made him happier
than being challenged.”

Robert Fogel, 1926-2013. Fogel was the Charles R.
Walgreen Distinguished Service Professor of American
Institutions and Director of the Center for Population
Economics.

Fogel first attracted attention as a PhD student at the Johns
Hopkins University in 1962 with his statistical analysis of the
impact of railroads on 19th-century American economic
development. In his book Railroads and American
Economic Growth: Essays in Econometric History, he
showed that the U.S. economy in the 1800s would have
grown at the same rate, even if railroads didn’t exist.
His book, Time on the Cross: The Economics of American
Negro Slavery, written with Stanley Engerman, sparked
debate from the moment it was published in 1974. In it,
Fogel and Engerman challenged the long-held assumption,
by then taken as fact, that slavery was unprofitable,
inefficient and in decline in the years leading up to the Civil
War. Their research found that slave farms were as
productive as free farms and that the viability of slavery —
as well as the economy of the antebellum South — was
increasing. His four-volume Without Consent or Contract:
The Rise and Fall of American Slavery continued to generate
controversy.
Fogel and Engerman met when both were at Johns Hopkins.
“We shared an office in the attic with about four other
people,” Engerman said, adding that while in school the pair
already had started thinking about the research that would
become Time on the Cross, but they had to wait until Fogel
had finished Railroads and American Economic Growth.
“He was quite willing to approach problems in a way that
other people didn’t,” Engerman said. “He looked at them in
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a different way than most other people did. By asking slightly
different questions he was able to learn quite a lot and teach
people a lot. He also was probably as hard a working person
as anyone would meet.”

Fogel was a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, a fellow of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, and was chosen as one of the
“1,000 Makers of the 20th Century” by the London Times.

In the 1980s, Fogel began to focus on what he called “the
problem of creating and studying larger life-cycle and
intergenerational data sets.” This research led him to write
many research papers and several books on the economics of
aging, including The Escape from Hunger and Premature
Death, and The Changing Body: Health, Nutrition and
Human Development in the Western World since 1700. The
Changing Body was written with Roderick Floud, Bernard
Harris and Sok Chul Hong.

Fogel was president of the American Economic Association
in 1998.

During his career, Fogel wrote 22 books—the most recent,
released in April, Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and
the Empirical Tradition in Economics. He also was working
on three others at the time of his death. Fogel also published
90 papers in academic journals. Much of his research since
1991 was supported by grants from the National Institutes of
Health and its National Institute on Aging Program. The
National Science Foundation also funded his research.
Among Fogel’s recent projects was an examination of
veterans of the Union Army, Bleakley said, “which again has
been a long, hard slog through data with the intent of seeing
how human health and potential have changed dramatically
over time, and of understanding trends and reasons for those
trends.”
“I had the privilege of teaching with Bob Fogel this past
year, and I saw some of that approach in the class we taught.
He would take something that the students and I had a much
shorter-term perspective on, and he would just stretch that
way out and say, ‘Look, this phenomenon that you may think
of here, it also appeared 50 years ago, 100 years ago with this
twist.’”
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences awarded Fogel the
1993 Nobel Prize in Economics “for having renewed
research in economic history by applying economic theory
and quantitative methods in order to explain economic and
institutional change,” according to the Nobel citation. The
Academy called his study of railroads and American
economic growth a “scientific breakthrough.” Fogel shared
the Nobel Prize with Douglass North, a professor at
Washington University in St. Louis.
The Alliance for Aging Research recognized Fogel as the
“Indispensable Person in Health Research” for 2006, for his
work on the economics of health and health care.

During his academic career, he spoke at more than 230
faculty seminars and workshops at colleges and universities
around the world.
Fogel was born in New York City on July 1, 1926 — four
years after his parents emigrated from Odessa, Russia.
“Although they arrived in New York penniless, my parents
scraped together enough savings to establish the first of
several small businesses just after I was born,” he wrote in an
autobiography posted on the Nobel Prize website.
“My education in the public schools of New York City
between 1932 and 1944 was an excellent preparation for a
life in science,” he wrote. “Because of the Depression, these
schools were able to attract a remarkably talented and
dedicated collection of teachers who encouraged their
students to strive for the highest levels of accomplishment.
That environment led me to aspire to a career in science, and
also kindled my love for literature and history.”
“Many people think of intellectuals as being above such
things as pride in one’s country and patriotism,” Burton said.
“He had a deep appreciation for this country and its
institutions, and often acknowledged the ways his career had
been made possible because his parents had immigrated to
the U.S. before he was born.”
Fogel was married to his wife, Enid, for 59 years until her
death in 2007. “No individual has done more to help me
pursue a career in science” than his wife, he wrote in his
autobiography. “Over the years, Enid has been both my
most confident supporter and keenest critic. She helped
boost my self-confidence when my unorthodox findings
provoked controversy and criticism, and she often provided
insightful suggestions for the improvement of my lectures,
papers, books, letters and research proposals.
“Throughout the years she has been the overseer of my
social conscience, pulling me back to reality when she saw
that my preoccupation with the abstract aspects of scientific
issues had led me to extenuate their deeply human aspects.”
Fogel joined the University of Chicago faculty in 1964,
moved to Harvard in 1975, and returned in 1981 to the
Chicago faculty, where he stayed for the rest of his career.
He taught at the University of Rochester from 1960 to 1964.

Fogel received a PhD from the Johns Hopkins University, a
master’s degree from Columbia University and a bachelor’s
degree from Cornell University. He received nine honorary
degrees, including those from Cambridge, Harvard, the
University of Rochester, the University of Palermo in Italy
and the University of London.
While studying for his bachelor’s degree at Cornell, Fogel
sought out professors with varied areas of expertise, a move
that broadened his perspectives during his five decades of
academic research.

Fogel’s burial will be private. A memorial service for the
University community will be held on campus on Friday,
October 4, 2013. In lieu of flowers, the family encourages
donations to Equip for Equality, a nonprofit organization
that advocates for the rights of the disabled. Letters of
condolence may be sent care of: Center for Population
Economics, The University of Chicago Booth School of
Business, 5807 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, IL 60637.
See more news about the late Robert Fogel at
http://news.uchicago.edu/article/2013/06/11/robert-fogelwon-nobel-prize-economics-1926-2013

Sons Michael and Steven, who both live in Chicago, five
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, survive Fogel.
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New Appointments, Awards, and Research Grants

T

he Population Research Center congratulates its associates and affiliates for their accomplishments in 2013. David
Meltzer was named Master of the Society of Hospital Medicine. Gabriella Conti was appointed Visiting Fellow at
the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs and Center for Health and Wellbeing at the
University of Princeton. Marshall Chin received the University of Chicago Biological Sciences Division
Distinguished Senior Educator/Mentor Award for excellence in mentorship in general medicine and public health. David
Meltzer won the Best Clinical Innovation Abstract Award from the Society for Hospital Medicine. Lars P. Hansen was
named Distinguished Fellow of the Macro Finance Society. John Felkner received a grant from the National Science
Foundation for a project titled “Integrative Modeling of the Interactions, Connectivity and Interdependence of Water Systems
and Ecosystem Services in the Lower Mekong Basin.” The Ford Foundataion awarded Melissa Gilliam a grant for “South
Side Stories: Digital Storytelling to Reframe Research, Policy and Public Discourse on the Sexuality and Health of African
American Youth.” Heather Hill received a William T. Grant Foundation research grant for her project with Pamela Morris
and Lisa Gennetian “Income Instability, Family Processes, and Youth Development.” Shelley Clark was awarded an insight
development grant from the Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council of Canada for a pilot test of a New Family
Support Tree (FST) Survey Instrument in Montréal, Canada and Nairobi, Kenya.

New UrbanCCD Unites Researchers to Study Urban Planning and Design

A

nnounced in December 2012, the Urban Center
for Computation and Data (UrbanCCD) is a new
multidisciplinary collaboration of scientists, artists,
architects, and city officials whose goal is to use
advanced computational and data-driven techniques to
analyze urban data. UrbanCCD is directed by Charlie
Catlett, Senior Computer Scientist at Argonne National
Laboratory and Senior Fellow at the Computation Institute,
and partners with several Chicago institutions, including
Chicago-based international architecture firm Skidmore,
Owings, & Merrill, Chapin Hall, and the Population
Research Center. One of UrbanCCD’s first steps is to

analyze open data sets published by the City of Chicago
Data Portal and build computer models that simulate the
impact of urban planning policies and designs on a city and
its residents. As Chicago and an increasing number of
other cities release datasets on crime, public transportation,
schools, and budgets to the public for open use,
UrbanCCD will offer support to interdisciplinary teams in
finding new opportunities and in facing challenges in this
abundance of data.
Last year, UrbanCCD received a grant from the National
Science Foundation to organize the Urban Sciences

Research Coordination Network (USRCN). Believing that
new insights and more effective policy and planning are
possible if research teams from different backgrounds
explore these data as an integrated corpus, the USRCN
brings social, behavioral, education, and economic scientists
and computational scientists together to develop an
integrated research agenda for an interdisciplinary, datadriven approach to urban research. Teams formed at the
inaugural USRCN workshop in February are exploring and
prototyping methods, processes, tools, and infrastructure
necessary to support such science.

education, health, energy, transportation. The fellowship’s
advisors include members of the Obama Campaign
analytics team and experts from the business world and
academia, such as Google’s Eric Schmidt and Rayid Ghani,
chief scientist for the 2012 Obama Campaign. Some
examples of summer projects include developing a model
for the Cook County Land Bank that suggests abandoned
properties to purchase and redevelop simulations of bus
ridership for the CTA, and a tool for automatically
categorizing text messages and tweets during disasters for
the Qatar Computing Research Institute.

This summer, UrbanCCD is providing support for the Eric
and Wendy Schmidt “Data Science for Social Good”
Fellowship at the University of Chicago. Thirty-six students
chosen from 550 applicants from around the world have
assembled in Chicago to work on the application of data
and computation to urgent real-world problems in

More news about UrbanCCD, USRCN, and the Data
Science for Social Good Fellowship can be found at
http://urbanccd.org/

Fall Quarter Demography Workshop Schedule
Co-sponsored by the Population Research Center and the Center on Aging, the Demography Workshop is held on
Thursdays from noon to 1:20 p.m. at 1155 East 60th Street, Seminar Room 232/233 during the fall, winter, and spring
quarters. Dan Bennett is the organizer for Fall 2013. Papers, if available, are posted at: http://popcenter.uchicago.edu/.

October 3

Mushfiq Mobarak, Associate Professor of Economics, Yale School of Management

October 10

Martin Ravallion, Professor of Economics, Georgetown University

October 17

John Iceland, Professor of Sociology and Demography, The Pennsylvania State University

October 24

Abhijit Banerjee, Professor of Economics, MIT

October 31

Pascaline Dupas, Assistant Professor of Economics, Stanford University

November 7

Ofer Malamud, Assistant Professor of Public Policy, University of Chicago Harris School

November 14

Hans-Peter Kohler, Professor of Demography, Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania

November 21

Johannes Haushofer, Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab, MIT

November 28

No workshop due to Thanksgiving Holiday

December 5

David Yanagizawa-Drott, Assistant Professor of Public Policy, Harvard Kennedy School
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